" CAFA ==~ CLAA

Coalition for Academic

Coaliciéon por la Libertad
Académica en las Américas

Freedom in the Americas

SCHOLARS AT RISK K
NETWORK oo QY T

Liderado por:

SCHOLARS AT RISK
NETWORK

Fecha del incidente
Date of incident

Marzo 7, 2022
March 7, 2022

Pais Estados Unidos
Country United States of America
Instituciéon Oklahoma Christian University

Institution(s)

Descripcion
Description

El 7 de marzo de 2022, la administracion de la Universidad Cristiana de
Oklahoma (OC) despidi6 al profesor de disefio grafico Michael O'Keefe
después de que Scott Hale -un antiguo profesor y ex alumno de la OC
que es abiertamente gay- hablara en una de sus clases.

Antes de su despido, O'Keefe era un miembro titular de la facultad y
habia trabajado en OC durante mas de 40 afios. Segun su abogado,
que envio una declaracion a la emisora de noticias local KFOR, el OC
supuestamente despidié a O'Keefe por "conducta grave y contraria a la
mision y a los valores de [OC] y desprecio por las politicas y los valores
de la universidad". El y su abogado afirman que el despido es el
resultado de que O'Keefe invitara a un exalumno y antiguo profesor
adjunto de OC quien es abiertamente gay para hablar de la superacion
de los retos en la vida como parte de una serie de oradores para su
curso de ultimo afo "El negocio de la marca propia".

Cuando la cadena de noticias KFOR consulté la opinién de la
universidad, el asesor juridico de OC, Stephen Eck, afirmé que el
despido se produjo tras un "proceso de revision exhaustivo" y que la
universidad da prioridad al "bienestar" de los estudiantes en todas sus
decisiones. News 9 publicé mas tarde una carta que Eck envio al
personal y al profesorado de la OC, en la que se alega ademas que el
despido se debio al "lenguaje inapropiado y grafico de naturaleza
sexual" del orador, incluida una descripcion de "su historial de
exposicion de sus genitales a otros"; la falta de intervencion de O'Keefe
cuando se utilizé dicho lenguaje; y los aparentes esfuerzos de O'Keefe
por disuadir las quejas de los estudiantes sobre la presentacion. Segun
O'Keefe, él advirtio a los estudiantes que se utilizaria ese lenguaje y se
les dijo que podian marcharse si se sentian incomodos.
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El abogado de O'Keefe dijo que estaba al tanto de la declaracion de
Eck y que ésta cita errbneamente a O'Keefe y al orador, poniéndolos en
una "luz difamatoria y falsa". O'Keefe también dijo a News 9 que la
supuesta investigacion de la universidad sobre el incidente fue injusta e
incomprensible, explicando que nadie lo entrevisté a él, ni al decano, al
decano asociado y al director de su departamento. John Fletcher,
director de la divisién de Bellas Artes y Artes Escénicas, confirmo que
no habia participado en la investigaciéon ni en el despido, lo que
considero inusual. Segun The Christian Chronicle, describié a Fletcher
como "un profesor de gran éxito, impulsado a desarrollar un programa
excelente".

Algunos antiguos estudiantes de OC han expresado su preocupacion
por el despido y el impacto negativo que podria tener en los estudiantes
LGBTQ+ del campus.

*kkkk

On March 7, 2022, the administration of Oklahoma Christian University

(OC) fired graphic design professor Michael O’Keefe after Scott Hale—

a former OC professor and alumnus who is openly gay — spoke to one
of O’Keefe’s classes.

Prior to his dismissal from the private Christian college, O’Keefe was a
tenured member of the faculty and had worked at OC for over 40 years.
According to his lawyer, who sent a statement to local news station
KFOR, OC allegedly fired O’Keefe for “gross misconduct, conduct
contrary to the mission and values of [OKC] and disregard for the
policies and values of the university.” He and his lawyer assert that the
dismissal is the result of O’Keefe inviting an openly gay OC alumnus
and former adjunct professor to discuss overcoming challenges in life as
part of a speaker series for his senior-level course “The Business of
Branding Yourself.”

When KFOR inquired about the allegations with the university, OC’s
Chief Legal Counsel, Stephen Eck, responded by stating that the
dismissal followed a “thorough review process” and that the university
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prioritizes the students’ “wellbeing” in all its decisions. News 9 later
published a letter Eck sent to OC’s staff and faculty, which further
alleges that the dismissal was due to the speaker’s “inappropriate and
graphic language of a sexual nature,” including a description of “his
history of exposing his genitals to others;” O’Keefe’s failure to intervene
when such language was used; and apparent efforts by O’Keefe to
dissuade student complaints about the presentation. According to
O’Keefe and sources in contact with him, students were warned that
such language would be used and told that they could leave if they
became uncomfortable.

O’Keefe’s lawyer said that he was aware of Eck’s statement and that it
misquotes O’Keefe and the speaker, putting them in a “defamatory and
false light.” O’Keefe also told News 9 that the university’s supposed
investigation into the incident was unfair and incomprehensive,
explaining that no one interviewed him, nor his department’s dean,
associate dean, and chair. John Fletcher, the division chair for fine and
performing arts, confirmed that he was not involved in the investigation
and dismissal, which he felt was unusual. According to The Christian
Chronicle, he described Fletcher as “a highly successful faculty
member, driven to develop an excellent program.”

Some former OC students have expressed concern over the dismissal
and the negative impact it could have on LGBTQ+ students on OC’s

campus.
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oklahoma-christian-professor-speaks-out-about-dismissal
http://www.talon.news/news/graphic-design-professor-michael-okeefe-
fired-after-41-years-at-oc/
https://abcnews.go.com/US/Igbtg-college-students-allege-discriminatory-
treatment-christian-schools/story?id=83788043
https://christianchronicle.org/oklahoma-christian-universitys-firing-of-
longtime-professor-sparks-controversy/
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