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Fecha del
incidente
Date of incident

Junio 25, 2022
June 25, 2022

Pais Cuba

Country

Institucion

Institution(s)

Descripcion El 25 de junio, el régimen cubano prohibié a la profesora y activista
Description Omara Ruiz Urquiola regresar a la isla desde Estados Unidos, donde

estaba recibiendo tratamiento medico. Desde el aeropuerto
internacional de Fort Lauderdale, en Florida, Ruiz Urquiola denunci6 la
complicidad de Southwest Airlines con la prohibicion del régimen de
regresar a su casa y a su familia. La aerolinea cancel6 su billete
alegando 6rdenes del Ministerio del Interior de Cuba, y no se lo notificd
hasta el mismo dia del vuelo.

Omara es licenciada en Historia del Arte e impartia clases de Historia
del Disefio y Cultura Cubana en el Instituto Superior de Disefno (ISDI)
de la Universidad de La Habana hasta que fue despedida por motivos
politicos en julio de 2019. Actualmente colabora como académica e
investigadora con el Observatorio de Libertad Académica (OLA) y la
Universidad Sergio Arboleda de Colombia, con el propdsito de
documentar las violaciones de los derechos humanos contra
estudiantes y profesores universitarios en Cuba desde 1959.

En un incidente similar, American Airlines impidio a la profesora de arte
y activista Anamely Ramos embarcar en un vuelo que habia reservado
para regresar a Cuba en febrero. La orden provino de las autoridades
de inmigracién del régimen en la isla. "Lo que me esta pasando hoy es
tanto responsabilidad de la dictadura cubana como del gobierno
norteamericano que permite que esto ocurra porque yo estoy en
territorio norteamericano, tengo todo el derecho del mundo a viajar a mi
pais y una vez que llegue a mi pais ellos [el régimen] violaran todas las
leyes que consideren pertinentes, pero es que [aqui] estan violando las
leyes de Estados Unidos", concluyé Omara.

En respuesta a la prohibicion de viajar impuesta a Omara, su hermano
Ariel Ruiz Urquiola, ha recurrido a una huelga de hambre en la sede de




las Naciones Unidas en Ginebra, Suiza, para poner de manifiesto las
violaciones de los derechos humanos cometidas por el régimen
cubano. La huelga de hambre pretende también cuestionar la
credibilidad de la propia ONU, ya que el Estado cubano tiene un puesto
en su Consejo de Derechos Humanos.
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On June 25, the Cuban regime prohibited professor and activist Omara
Ruiz Urquiola from returning to the island from the U.S. where she was
receiving medical treatment. From Fort Lauderdale International Airport
in Florida, Ruiz Urquiola denounced the complicity of Southwest Airlines
with the regime’s prohibition of her return to home and family. The
airline canceled her ticket after citing orders from Cuba’s Interior
Ministry, and didn’t notify her until the day of the flight.

Omara graduated with a degree in Art History and taught classes
on the History of Design and Cuban Culture at the Higher Institute of
Design (ISDI) of the University of Havana until she was fired for political
reasons in July 2019. Currently she collaborates as an academic and
researcher with the Observatory of Academic Freedom (OLA) and
Sergio Arboleda University in Colombia, with the purpose of
documenting human rights violations against students and university
professors in Cuba since 1959.

Ruiz Urquiola held the airline and the U.S. government directly
responsible for her not being able to travel back to her country.

In a similar incident, art professor and activist Anamely Ramos
was prevented by American Airlines from boarding a flight she had
booked for a return to Cuba in February. The order came from the
regime’s immigration authorities on the island. “What is happening to me
today is as much the responsibility of the Cuban dictatorship as it is of
the North American government that allows this to happen because | am
in American territory, | have all the right in the world to travel to my
country and once | arrive to my country they [the regime] will violate all
the laws they deem pertinent, but it is that [here] they are violating US
laws,” Omara concluded.

In response to the travel ban imposed on Omara, her brother
Ariel Ruiz Urquiola, has resorted to a hunger strike at the United Nations
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, in order to highlight the human
rights violations committed by the Cuban regime. The hunger strike is
also meant to call into question the credibility of UN itself, as the Cuban
state has a seat on its Human Rights Council.
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